CDM Writing Worksheet

· tips/reminders provided in blue

1. Choose the Clinical Problem

· Define the problem and context (age and setting):

2. Write 2-3 KEY FEATURE statements that pertain to your clinical problem that contain initial clinical information and clinical task.

· Critical or essential step(s) in the resolution of the problem
· A step(s) in which examinees are most likely to make errors 
· A difficult or challenging aspect in the identification and management of the problem 
· Should be specific and action oriented – reasons why are not necessary

· Use the following structure for Key Features:

Given a [adult/pediatric/geriatric etc] patient presenting with _________________, the candidate will:

1. [Be specific with the clinical action or decision]
2. [Be specific with the clinical action or decision]
3. [Be specific with the clinical action or decision]

3. Write a case

· Should be short if key features are primarily eliciting data (i.e. key aspects of history), longer if key features require data interpretation or management (i.e. might include more symptoms, physical exam findings, laboratory investigations)
· Use real patient data if possible
· Use words patient/parent would use or describe findings rather than medical terms 
· Photos can be used if relevant

4. Write a question corresponding to each KF (Question Types: Short Menu and Write-In)

· Write-In preferred for Diagnosis/Differential diagnosis and treatment
· Short Menu preferred for eliciting history or lab investigations, but not required
· Avoid questions that can be answered without reference to the clinical scenario – they do not assess clinical decision making

5. Write the Answers

· Write-In 
· number of answers should be limited to the expectation of how many reasonable opportunities a candidate should have to include the correct response(s).  I.e. if the most likely diagnosis should be included within the top 3 options, then the total number of allowable answers should be limited to 3

· Short Menu 
· Decide on appropriate instructions to accompany question
· List/select only one
· List/select up to x 
· List/select as many as are appropriate
· May include correct answers not integral to the key feature
· Include correct responses (both scored and non-scored), incorrect distractors, and dangerous options that would score “0” if chosen
· Homogeneous in content (i.e. all investigations or all therapies), length and grammar
· Distractors should be plausible and attractive to the minimally competent
· Similar to the correct answers in construction and length
· Do not contain hints to the correct answer(s)
· Alphanumeric ascending order ending with a “none” option as the last option


6. Write the Scoring Key

This worksheet was adapted from the Writing Effective Clinical Decision Making Questions Using the ‘Key Feature’ Approach primer by Kien Dang and Susanna Talarico







